Q2                 FOOTNOTE TO LAWRENCE

Mind universal. And this in turn to the opposition of Life to
Death. Mind by universalising the individual destroys his
individuality, destroys man's oneness, his manhood, in the
end, his life. It mechanises, it gives laws, precepts, absolute
goods and all the rest. It turns Man into a Machine. So man,
if he is to be Man, if he wants to live, must fight the machine,
must conquer it, for the machine is both symbolic and the in-
strument of the Intellect. In the end, Lawrence believes that
he will conquer it.

They talk of the triumph of the machine,
but the machine will never triumph.

... at last

all the creatures that cannot die while one heart harbours them
they will hear a silence fall
as the machines fail and finish;

they will hear the faint rending of the asphalt roads
as the hornbeam pushes up his sprouts;
they will hear far, far away the last factory hooter
send up the last wild cry of despair
as the machine breaks finally down.

And then at last

all the creatures that were driven back into the uttermost corners

of the soul
they will peep forth.

This belief is based upon no rational ground. Indeed it is
based upon no grounds at all., for the existence of grounds im-
plies rationality. The appeal against the machine cannot be
based upon that which has produced the machine. If there
is to be an appeal at all, it must be an appeal to the whole
man. This the mind-lifers would call an irrational or emo-
tional appeal and dismiss accordingly. But the whole man is
beyond both rationality and irrationality, even as he is be-
yond both good and evil, although in some strange way this
very beyondness is good.

Where then do we stand?   What is the solution which
Lawrence offered?   Can we accept it?   To the last question